
The Early Intervention Process begins when anyone has concerns about a child’s
development. The child would be referred to the State’s Early Intervention system, which can
evaluate the child and determine whether they have a developmental delay or are at risk.

Referrals may occur before or at birth, when there is significant prematurity, very low birth
weight, illness, or surgery soon after the child is born. In some cases, even before leaving the
hospital, a child’s family may be given a referral to their local Early Intervention office.

Some children may develop more slowly than others, experience setbacks, or show patterns
of development that differ from their peers. In such cases, a visit to a developmental
pediatrician may result in an Early Intervention referral. Referrals may also come from a child
care provider, nurse, family member, or friend who notices that the child isn’t reaching
typical developmental milestones, such as rolling over by a certain age, sitting up, crawling,
or speaking.

The Early
Intervention Process

http://pathfinder-nd.org701-837-7500 info@pathfinder-nd.org PO Box 758, Minot, ND 58702
The contents of this website were developed under a grant from the US Department of Education, #H328M250172. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education, and you
should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. Project Officer, Dr. Anna Macedonia.


