
Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP)
VS Individualized Education Program (IEP)

Children from birth to age 2 who have
delays in their development may qualify
for Early Intervention services.
The child’s current development is
carefully looked at and recorded.
With the family’s permission, the plan can
also include information about the
family’s needs, concerns, and desires.
Families help decide the goals for their
child’s plan, called the Individualized
Family Service Plan (IFSP).
The IFSP lists the goals and steps to help
with the family’s concerns and priorities.
Services happen where the child usually
spends time, like at home or in the
community.
Early Intervention provides the support
needed to help both the child and family
reach these goals.

Children ages 3 to 21 with a disability covered
by IDEA may qualify for special education
services.
The child’s current skills and learning needs
are reviewed to plan appropriate activities.
Parents are equal partners in decisions about
their child’s education.
The child’s IEP team includes the family and
service providers who work together to set
goals.
Yearly goals are made to help the child
succeed in school, and progress is shared with
the family.
Services are provided in the least restrictive
environment (LRE), meaning the child learns
with peers as much as possible. Any changes
to this will be explained to the family.
The child will receive special education,
supports, and accommodations needed to
help them succeed.
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